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only child and heiress-apparent of her father Charles Count de Charolois. She was now six years old, a suitable age for Maximilian, who was four, and if no son were born she would be a great heiress, as most of her father's vast inheritance would come to her. The proposal was first made in a most diplomatic manner in a letter from Pope Pius II to Philip Duke of Burgundy, in the year 1463. The Pope had always maintained his early friendship with Frederick III, and he honestly thought that this alliance would help forward the peace of Europe, which would promote the great desire of his heart, the united action of all Christendom against the Turk. No very definite agreement was made, for both Duke Philip and his son were quite aware of the value of little Marie in the marriage market. Indeed she was long held out as a tempting prize to all the young princes of Europe, amongst whom we may mention Charles, Duke of Guienne (brother of Louis XI), Nicholas of Calabria, Philibert of Savoy, Charles the Dauphin of France, Maximilian of Austria, and others ; but although she was nominally betrothed to most of them at one time or other, her father had not the least intention of encumbering himself with a son-in-law.the grandson of Ken6 of Anjoxi, and was offering his young sister Madeleine to Uaston do Foix ; there was no available match in Spain, where the Princess Isabel was already beset with suitors* But the Kmperor *8 hopes we.ro noon fixed upon Marie, the granddaughter of Philip Duke of Burgundy, and theatin, French, Italian, and Flemish fluently, and hadnistration, ;i r! of «v«ry living anitnul within IIH fathi-r1,** Ci walk and their mirrmmdingn. Of tht\Hi»h<T rlmr tn^ighi roul*i n«»t fail to know that- lit* \VHM u fitiltirr rvm in his own sjM*rial iiit'.ini*K< of ^ovi*rniiig » jjn*at Kntpin% lijic! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
